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Roadcheck 2018 Data Posted by CVSA
Almost 12,000 vehicles and more than 2,600 drivers were placed out of service (OOS) by commercial motor vehicle
(CMV) enforcement personnel as part of the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance’s (CVSA) International Roadcheck
inspection and enforcement initiative, June 5-7.
The initiative is a three-day enforcement event throughout the United States and Canada when CVSA-certified
inspectors conduct roadside inspections of commercial trucks and buses and their drivers. The inspections took place at
inspection sites, weigh stations, and roving patrol locations along roadways.
Enforcement personnel conducted 67,502 Level I, II, and III roadside inspections on large trucks and buses over the
three-day period. This year’s inspections focused on hours-of-service (HOS) compliance, shortly after the electronic
logging device (ELD) mandate going into effect on Dec. 18, 2017, and the CVSA’s North American Standard OOS
criteria going into effect on April 1.
More than 60,000 of the inspections were conducted in the U.S. and about 7,000 in Canada.
CVSA reported that HOS violations represented 43.7 percent of all driver OOS conditions. However, of the total
number of Roadcheck inspections, less than 2 percent of drivers were placed OOS for HOS violations.
Highlighted CVSA Statistics
Other highlighted data from the inspections includes:
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21.6% of 45,000 vehicles that had a Level 1 inspection were placed OOS for vehicle-related violations. A
Level I inspection is a 37-step procedure that includes examination of driver operating requirements and
vehicle mechanical fitness;



The top three OOS vehicle violations were for brake systems (28.4 percent), tires and wheels (19.1%), and
brake adjustments (16.3%);



13.1% of the vehicles carrying hazardous materials/damaged goods that had a Level I or II inspection were
placed OOS; and



3.9% of drivers inspected were placed OOS for driver violations.
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Motor carriers and their drivers now have more options when it comes to mounting navigation systems to their
windshields. Under the terms of a new exemption, global positioning system (GPS) devices can now be mounted:


Up to 4 inches below the upper edge of the area cleaned by the windshield
wipers, or



Up to 7 inches above the lower edge of the area cleaned by the wipers.

As with other devices, GPS units must remain “outside the driver’s sight lines to the
road and to highway signs and signals.” The new policy from the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, effective August 22, 2018, applies to all commercial motor
vehicles and will remain in place for five years.
Under current regulations in §393.60(e), drivers are normally prohibited from installing
GPS units and similar devices lower than six inches from the top of the windshield or
within the area swept by the windshield wipers.

For more information or to join us for the October session of
Safety Academy, visit us at catto.com and reserve your seat.

Brownsville, TX Has the Nation’s Safest Drivers
Allstate claims data ranks Brownsville, Texas, the city with America’s safest drivers. The 14th annual
Allstate America’s Best Drivers Report spotlights safe driving leading up to the busy Labor Day travel
weekend – a particularly deadly time of year on the road, according to the Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety (IIHS). The report ranks the 200 largest cities in America based on collision frequency.
The average driver in America will experience a collision approximately once every 10 years, according to Allstate claims data. In
top-ranked Brownsville, that figure improves by about 26% to once every 13.6 years. Additional Texas cities made the top 10 list:
Laredo (#6), Midland (#7) and McAllen (#10).

2018 Operation Safe Driver Week Results
The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) said during Operation Safe Driver Week, July 15-21, that 51,000 law
enforcement officers contacted more than 113,000 commercial motor vehicle (CMV) drivers and passenger vehicles,
issuing 57,405 citations. CMV contacts made up 42,144 of the contacts and 10,709 of the citations issued. CMV drivers
were given 29,908 warnings.
The top five citations issued to CMV drivers were:
1. State/local laws — 6,008 citations
2. Speeding — 1,908
3. Failure to use a seat belt — 1,169
4. Failure to obey a traffic control device — 754
5. Using a handheld phone — 262
Other CMV-related statistics from Operation Safe Driver Week include:


10.9% of driver citations were for failure to wear a seat belt



123% for reckless, inattentive, and/or careless driving



42 citations for possession, use, or under-the-influence of alcohol or drugs, or both



20 texting citations were issued



17 citations for operating vehicle while ill or fatigued



14 citations for using or equipping CMV with a radar detector

Can Organ Donation Qualify for FMLA Leave?
After a nine-year hiatus, the Department of Labor’s (DOL) Wage and Hour Division (WHD) provided a handful of opinion
letters, and one of them (FMLA2018-2-A) addressed whether organ donation would qualify for protections under the
Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) for the donor. In the letter, the WHD indicated that an organ donation can qualify as
an impairment or physical condition that is a serious health condition under the FMLA when it involves either “inpatient
care” or “continuing treatment.” Therefore, an organ donation would qualify as a serious medical condition whenever it
results in an overnight stay in a hospital (“inpatient care”). Of course, that is not the only means for organ donation to
involve “inpatient care” or “continuing treatment.” Organdonation surgery, however, commonly requires overnight
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hospitalization, and that alone suffices to render the surgery and
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the post-surgery recovery to qualify as a serious health condition.
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As usual, the name of the condition or procedure is not generally
the determining factor as to whether an employee or family
member has a serious health condition. The determining factor
is whether it meets the regulatory definition of a serious health
condition. Whether the employee or family member volunteered
for the procedure does not matter. Elective procedures can
result in serious health conditions. Therefore, when an employee
donates an organ, even when the donor is in good health before
the donation and chooses to donate the organ solely to improve
someone else’s health, the focus should be on whether the
condition meets the definition of a serious health condition.
You may request a certification supporting the need for leave for
organ donation. The certification should provide you with
enough information to determine whether the condition is a
serious one qualifying the reason as FMLA leave.
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